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OT since the Eighties,
when vuppie diners
posed with those first
brick-sized portables,
has a mobile phone gen-
erated such a “gotta
have it" reaction. For those who
thought the WAP-enabled Nokia
7110 was the pinnacle of cool, pre-
pare yourself: the humble mobile
phone is about to be turned on its
head. Welcome to the world of the
mobile videophone.

As you might expect, the Jap-
anese got there first. They have
been merrily eyeballing one an-
other remotely while on the move
for months, thanks to their own
phone networks that provide the
bandwidth capacity necessary for
video. At the forefront has been
communications company Kyo-
cera; last week, we got our hands
on the only pair of Kyocera video-
phones in the UK.

Word on the street was positive.
Claire Porter, a charity worker we
accosted outside Victoria station,
immediately asked where she
could get one. Unfortunately,
the answer is Tokyo — for now o
at least. It's only by devilish

trickery that they operate in
the UK.
adapted to work like
walkie-talkies, transmit- o
ting video as well as
audio with a range of
about 300 metres. The -~
video images aren’t as ;
animated as they
would be on the quicker
Japanese network, as
they are refreshed once
every one and a half

They've been 'L -ﬁm

Generation game: the

Smile, you're
on the mobile

WAP phones will seem
ever so passé once you
get your hands on a
mobile videophone.
SCOTT SNOWDEN
joins the revolution

Kyocera says it is  in talks with
many large UK network providers
as new, more advanced networks
are developed.

S0 how long before the UK starts
moving towards mobile nirvana?
Well, most networks here are await-
ing the unveiling of UMTS (Univer-
sal Mobile Telephone Serviece) to run
their video-

phones.

This is the

Third
Genera-
tion or
u&GH '.wh'
nology that
will enable the
widespread use
of video-enabled
handsets through
GPRS (General
Packet Radio Sys-
tem}, the successor
to GSM (Global Sys-
tem for Mobiles). The
bad news is that all

this won't be available
until 2003,

NEC, Nokia and Erics-
son have all produced 3G
models, while Orange too
has announced its
plan to make video-
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seconds, but the audio Orange videophone as-you-go a reality.
reception is clear and In the next
instantaneous. week or so, it will unveil the

The EKyvocera visual phone is a
gleek little number, with a large
main display and a tiny video cam-
era just above it that records your
image, Most of the display is taken
up with the image of the person
you're phoning, but you can also see
yvourself in a small box in the bottom
right corner of the screen. They're a
snip at £250, though sadly that
doesn’t include the air fare to Japan.

HSCSD (High Speed Circuit
Switched Data) system, which has
been developed for Orange video-
phones as it will allow data to
travel across mobile networks four
times faster that it can now.

HSCSD will initially be used for
corporations to gain faster access to
their intranets. It will also mean
considerably faster access to the
internet, both for domestic users

and on the videophone itself.
Although videophones to
exploit HSCSD will only be
available from November at
the earliest, Orange is mak-
ing the most of its initiative:
“This will not only mean
being able to make video
calls wherever you are. You
will be able to use the device
in many more ways,”
according to Adrian
Turner, senior product
manager at Orange.

“For example for secu-
rity, for estate agents to
show what a house looks
like remotely — it will
even have medical appli-
cations (transmitting live
from the ambulance, say
— before we even start
talking about video post-
cards from the beach or
watching the latest movie
trailers.” However, others take
a more considered view about the
potential impact. For schoolteach-
ers, the already mobile menace
threatens to reach unmentionable
proportions in the classroom.

But Perdita Patterson, editor of
What Mobile? magazine, who nas
geen a demonstration of an early
version of the Orange phone, reck-
ons: “The practical reality is un-
likely to live up to people’s expecta-
tions."

It iz likely that the Orange handset
will also include typical electronic
organiser functions and a digital
camera. “From the moment
you buy it, vou will be able to use it
as your organiser, take pic-
tures, browse the web, and
send and receive e-mails,”
enthuses Adrian Turner.
But we still don't know how
much they will cost. InmJune
1299, Orange announced it
would be shipping video-
phones for Christmas for
£500. Now it may cost as
much as £1,000 — and that
doesn't include the extra cost
of make-up, and the
emotional cost of running out of the
shower to take a call without reach-
ing for a towel [irst.

Future vision: lhe NEC videophone

£1,000 FOR A
VIDEO MOBILE?

Alex Musson, web designer:
“Not a chance.”

Debbie Ormonde, sales
director: “I would definitely
buy one but not for £1,000."
Sergeant Barnard, policeman:
“I'd like one, but for no more
than £250. The size is an
important issue.”

Christian Smith, law student:
‘For management, this could
be very useful, but I think it
wflfu' be a while before it takes
off.

David Jackson, doctor: “It's a
lot lighter than I expected. I
can't believe you can record
video on this as well. For
teenagers, it's a must-have.”
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600 dpi wnth 1200 image guality colour :

output. With Lexmark’s ColourSharp advanced

management system, this printer gives e

professional full colour results time after time, ! i
f

The laser prims 12 pages per minute in bla-:k

and 3 pages per minute in colour, creating crisp
text and outstanding images. The individual o
colour cartridges can print up to an impressive
4,500 pages before running out*

The standard printer memory is 16Mb
32Mb on the network ready version.
Lexmark has added three memory slots
giving you an oppoertunity to upgrade to
a2Mb if you require,

is colour laser prints on Ad paper and we do
recommend you use laser guality paper in
order to get true results. It also prints on laser
transparencies, labels and card,

4 Netwnrk andor Parallel interface.
i - Windows® 95/98 and Mac O5 compatible,

PC WORLD PRICE

"~ 9395

VAT
Ir| :cl:md atDrn—‘. unl]l

5799

*S8% text on page. Individual calours
My T ot at different times.




